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fuch evident Ability and Candour, that the Edi- 
tor is induced to think that the preſent Publica- 
tion will prove a moſt acceptable Treat to thoſe 
who wiſh to form an impartial Opinion upon this 
important Subjecl. 
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PARLIAMENT OF IRELAND. 


HOUSE or COMMONS, March 4th, 1590. 


DEBATES on Mr. PONSONBY*'s Motion for 
a PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 


Tur Right Hon. W. B. Ponsonsr roſe to preſent his 
promiſed Bill for a Reform in Parliament; he ſtated, that 
in the laſt ſeſſion he had brought forward this ſubject, by, 
moving for a Committee to inquire into the ſtate of the Repre. 
ſentation, and after the Report of that Committee he had ſtat- 
ed his Plan, and purpoſely declined urging it further at that 
time, but moved that it might be printed, in order that every 
Member of the houſe might have time to conſider the ſubject, 
and come forward this Seſſion prepared for the diſcuſſion. The 
Houſe was then unanimous in agreeing to his propoſal ;' he 
could not ſay how they would now receive his Bill—but he 
| had ſince ſeen no changes in the ſyſtem of this Country which 
altered the neceſſity for adopting it; neither had he chang- 
ed his opinion. 

He then preſented his bill, which was received and read the 
firſt time. 

Its objects were to increaſe the number of Repreſentatives 
in each County, and in the cities of Dublin and Cork to 
three. | DEI; | 

To extend the Diftri of every City, Town Corporate, 1 
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Town, or Borough—and give its Freeholders of 10l. reſident 
within ſuch Diſtrict, the right of voting for ſuch Town or 
Borough, ſo as to make ſuch Diſtricts equal to a circumference _ 
of 24 miles; the boundaries of ſuch Diſtricts to be marked 
out by the Sheriffs of each county, aided by a jury of twelve 
101. Frecholders, at the direction of the Speaker's Writ, and 
an account thereof to be given in at the Clerk of the Hanaper. 

To eſtabliſh, that no Freeman ele, or by admiſſion in any 
ſuch City or Town corporate, have a right to vote for Mem- 
bers of parliament, unleſs he have beſide a Freehold of at leaſt 
51. per annum, within the ſame, and that he or his family ſhall 
have reſided therein one whole year, previous to his election 
or admiſſion into ſuch freedom; this not extending to perſons 
entitled to freedom by birth, marriage, or ſervitude of appren- 


ticeſhip. 


To eſtabliſh, that all perſons exerciſing certain trades * 
callings for ſive years, within any ſuch Diſtrict, * have the 
right of voting at Elections. | 

And finally, to oblige all Members returned to "7 FEED 
to take an oath previous to their admiſſion, declaring that ſuch 
return was not procured directly or indirectly by means of 
bribery, or the promiſe of it in any ſhape ; and that if any 
ſach promiſe was made on behalf of ſuch Member, he would 
not ratify it. 

Mr. PoxsoONBY then moved, that the bill be read a ſecond © 


time to-morrow. . 


The Right Hon. Mr. ConoLLyr ſeconded the Motion. 

Sir H. LaNnGRISHE ſaid, he had ſo often and ſo recently 
preſſed upon the Houſe his ſentiments on the ſubje& of Par- 
liamentary Reform, as it is called, that he neither found him- 
ſelf inclined, nor did he think it would be juſtifiable to take 
up much of their time on the preſent occaſion ; however, as 
he had always oppoſed this meaſure on general principles, as 


tending to ſhake the ſtability of a Conſtitution which had been 


formed 
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formed by the progreſſive wiſdom of ages—as tending to de- 
tach the public mind from a veneration for an ancient eſtab- 
liſnment, aud ſet it looſe into the mazes of ſpeculation and ex- 
periment, he could not prevail on himſelf to be altogether ſi- 
tent, when the temper. of the times, and the condition of the 
ſurrounding world, furniſhed ſuch new and important admo- 
nition on the qubject. He objected to the agitation of the que- 
ſtion at this time. He obje&ed to this bill as he did to the 
bill of the laſt ſeſſion, becauſe it led to an object, in his opi- 
nion neither conducive to our freedom, nor compatible with 
our tranquillity : He objected to it becauſe it juſtified the po- 
pular demand, by conceding to the principle ; and it diſappoints 
_ the popular demand by the meaſure of its conceſſion: He ob- 
jected to the bill as it flatters requiſition by the appearance of 
a victory, and imbitters it by the acrimony of diſappointment. 
The raſh career and fatal conſequences of a reforming ſpirit 
have luely been brought before our view by facts fo ſtriking 
and impreſſive, that what was formerly conjecture is now con- 
von; and if we will not profit by the example of others, we 
may hoſſibly add to future misfortunes the poignancy of ſelf- 
Tenroach, Upon a former occaſion he had ſtated more at large 
than he would now add, the progreſs of reform in France till 
reform became ſubverſion ; he had ſtated many things then as 
a prophet which he miglit now ſtate as an hiſtorian, 

The progreſs is natural, and is applicable as a warning to e- 
very country in Europe for there is ſo much uniformity in 
the nature and proceedings of man, that in their combinations 

almoſt always fimilar cauſes produce fimilar effects —ſimilar 

conditions, fimilar conſequences ; and therefore 1 do not heſi- 
tate to ſay, with every degree of reſpe& and affection for the 
people, acting within their proper ſphere—with every degree 
of conviction, that their happineſs is the end and the object of e- 
very good government : I do not heſitate to ſay that there never 
has been an inſtance, in any age or country, in which political 
power has been aſſumed by the loweſt orders of the people—by 
thoſewhoſe education is ignorance—whoſe condition uncertainty 
A3 — whoſe 
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 —Whoſe patrimony is hope—and whoſe empire muſt be commo- 
tion, which has not proved ſubverſive of liberty, deſtructive of 


the general happineſs, and peculiarly unfortunate to thoſe who 
were the authors of it, 
Let us not deceive ourſelves by calling the calamity of France 


French cruelty—it is French anarchy ; diſſolve but the ties that 


hold mankind together —diſſolve but the reſtriction of laws, 

the obligations of religion, the mutual dependence and ſubor⸗ 
dination of ſettled ſociety, and man becomes as ferocious as 
the tyger in the foreſt. I do not adopt the philoſophy of Mr. 
Hohbes, or any of the theoriſts, as to the original ſtate of na- 
ture; I only ſpeak of man breaking looſe from the bonds of 
ſociety, in which caſe the different diſpoſitions and genius of 
different countties have always aſſimilated, and aſſimilated in 
ferocity. If the French have murdered their King, ſacrificed 
their prieſts on their altars, and exterminated their beſt citi- 
zens, we cannot forget the baniſhment of Ariſtides, or the 
death of Socrates, or the ridiculous cruelty that baniſhed Ti- 
motheus, only for adding four {ſtrings to the lyrè. Popular 
domination has ever been cruel and unjuſt; and every friend 
to freedom and to order, to virtue and to happineſs, ſhould 


guard againſt its approaches with as much vigilance as we 


ſhould guard the roads that lead to life or death.—In the 
year 1789, the zra of the firſt reform in France, the elec- 
tive franchiſe was aſcertained, and confined to active citizens, 


men of certain qualifications, of age, and property; this was 


the baſis of their firſt great reform. But this reform was ſoon 
thought inadequate—as the Right Hon. Member's reform 
would ſoon be thought here: Conceſſion proved but the pa- 
rent of demand, and the redreſs of grievances the approbation 
of diſcontent. The people felt ſucceſs as a teſtimony of pow- 
er, and began to ſpeculate inſtead of to enjoy: They perceiv- 
ed that in their twenty fix millions of people there were not 
three millions of active citizens, and that the immediate elec. 
tors were not in the proportion of one to an hundred of the 
_ The great majority of the people, who conſidered 
them- 
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themſelves as the auhtors and the object of the reform, began 
to diſcover that they were unrepreſented, and being unre- 
preſented, thei® new philoſophy taught them that they were 


flaves, and that perſonal repreſentation was neceſſary to liber- 
ty ; and by the -uſual revolutionary expedients of clubs and- 


conventions, and armed citizens, they ſpeedily accompliſhed 
their object — an equal repreſentation of all the people—and 
with that the democracy of France.” 

You ſee, Sir, that the temperate reform was the rudiments 
of all that followed; it was the firſt prize of political diſpoſi- 
tion it was the firſt trophy of popular ſucceſs. However, t 
was not the end, but the means; it was the inſtrument and 
not the object. And te ſhow you how rapid are the ſtrides of 
innovation, when it is once ſet in motion, permit me to ob- 
ſerve, that even the democracy of France was of ſhort dura- 
tion ; it pafſed away like the whirlwind of the wilderneſs, de- 
ſolating but tranſitory, and ſoon yielded—as every popular in- 
ſurrection has ever done to the predominant tyranny of ſome 


of the moſt contemptible of its leaders, who, however had the 


dexterity © to ride in that whirlwind and direct the ſtorm.” — 
What then became of the fathers of temperate reform ? 
Where is the Duke de Rochefoucault the Duke Brifſac—the 
eloquent Clermont Tonnere—the learned and accute Advo- 
cate M. de Paſcalis ? —They are no more !—neither their ta- 
lents nor their virtues, nor the ſplendid raſhneſs of their 
firſt enterprize, could atone for their ſubſequent moderation ; 
they fell victims to the ſpirit of innovation which themſelves 
had inſpired. With ſuch an example before your eyes, will 


you at this day talk of a temperate reform? Or do you ima- 


gine your temperate Bill, which, out of four millions of 
people leaves 3,800,000 people unrepreſented (nineteen in 
twenty of the people),—do you imagire it would fatisfy this 
great majority of the people, whom it does not comprehend ? 
No: no! you would only inſpire their hopes, whilſt you 
diſappoint their wiſhes, and animate their efforts by flattering 


their pretenſions. The people who were clamorous for re- 
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form would deſpiſe your temperate plan, except only as one 
ſtage gained in the grand career. I ſay they would deſpiſe it, 


becauſe they haveſaid ſo themſelves—they have ver and over a- 


gain, demanded and defined their ultimatum of reform, an 
equal repreſentation of all the people.” In the laſt ſeſſion, I 
gave you at large a detail of their requiſitions on the ſubject, 
taken from the minutes of their aſſociations and their clubs, 
and their armed citizens, in which they have told you explicit- 
I:, „they will not lay down their arms till they have pro- 
cured an equal fepreſentation of all the people; and a recent 
publication by a ſociety called the United Iriſhmen, is not more 
explicit in the recommendation of their own plan than in their 
contempt of yours. They tell you, they firmly believe Ad- 


' miniſtration and Oppoſition are equally averſe from the mea- 


ſare of adequate reform.” They ſay. If they had no other 


reaſon for that opinion, the plan laid before Parliament the laſt 


ſeſſion (the preſent bill), under the auſpices of Oppoſition, might 
convince them of the melancholy truth.” As to their own 
plan they have given you a full and faithful delineation of it. 
It is founded on a decided principle, and goes to a decided pur- 
poſe - perſonal repreſentation detached from property, univer- 
ſal ſuffrage, and pure democracy. 

He ſaid he knew very well the Right Hon. Gentleman who 
propoſed this meaſure, and the Hon. Gentlemen who aſſociate 
with him in its ſupport, have too great a ſtake in the country, 
too high a public character, too much of perſonal integrity, to 
ſuffer them to become acceſſory to ſuch dangerous motions; 
at the ſame time, if they give the authority of partial conceſ- 


ſion to extravagant demand, they will find that neither their 


intereſts nor their character, reſpectable as I know they are, 
will have authority to repreſs its growth or cantroul its ex- 
ceſs. , It is impoſſible to look into the peculiar ſituation of this 
country, and the condition of the world around us, without 
ſeeing that this 1s not the time to agitate queſtions of political 
experiment. We know that the moſt indefatigable induſtry 
has been employed to corrupt the minds of the people, to in- 
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ſpire them with new notions of Government, new models of 
conſtitution, and new conditions of obedience. | We know that 
innovation has been held out to the reſtleſs, commotion to the 
diſaffe&ed, and the poor have had the falſe goſpel of equality 
preached unto them. We know that the moſt populous na- 
tion in Europe has declared hoſtility againſt every ſettled Go- 


vernment exiſting—that they have added the force of enthuſi- 


aſm to the fury of an unholy war; a ſort of anti-cruſade, in 
which they bear the guillotine againſt the croſs, and with the 
impetuoſity of a ſpurious chivalry, endeavour to ſpread their 
arms and their infidelity all over the world. Tt 1s of little 
conſequence to us what ſpecies of Government or anarchy they 
may chuſe for themſelves, if they would keep it to themſelves; 
but the liberality of their zeal diſdains ſuch monopoly—they 
ſend out miſſionaries to, propagate their doctrines, and in this 
country, as well as in Great Britaiu, they muſt have made 
ſome proſelytes, becauſe in every country there are many to 
be found“ Quo, 4a perturbandam Rempublicam inopia atque 
mali mores ſtimulant.” And they further tell you, that this 
invaſion of your priticiples ſhall be followed by an invaſion of 
your land.” We read in their public records, that the Miniſ- 
ter of Juſtice propoſes ** A Committe of Inſurre&ion, for the 
expreſs purpoſe of overturning every exiſting monarchy in 
Europe.” They vote, That the National Convention of 
France be a Committee of Inſurrection againſt all the Kings in 
the Univerſe,” and they actually appoint a choſen band to be their 
aſſaſſins. They decree in the name of the French nation, That 
they will aſſiſt every country who with to recover their liber- 
ty,” and they charge the executive power, in a decree tranſ- 
lated into all languages. To give the commanders of the 
French armies orders to protect the citizens of every country 
who may be diſturbed or vexed for the caule of their liberty.“ 
Inviting all nations who wiſh to recover their rights “ To ap- 
ply to their generals for aſſiſtance,“ which is to ſolicit revolt 
in all countries. The perſeverance of their activity was equal 
to the boldneſs of their principles, and in violation of their 
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Is it then poſſible at this time and under all the cireumſtan- 
ces of the world, we ſhould for a moment engage ourſelves in 
problematical experiments, on a conſtitution which we know 


is competent to all the ends of civil liberty and progreſſive 


bappineſs ? That we ſhould turn the minds of the people from 
the duties of a critical ſituation? That we ſhould as it were 
tamper with turbulence, and favour diſquifitions which would 
make the people politicians inſtead of huſbandmen ; and agi- 
tators inſtead of defenders of their countty? As to the objetions 
to the bill itſelf, though I think them great and numerous, I 
yet think they are loſt in the predominant objection to your 
agitating the queſtion at all at this time.—As the bill is the 
bill of the laſt ſeſſion, in entering into particulars, I ſhould on- 


ly repeat what I ſaid before. I objected to it then as I do- 
now, that it is incompetent to the end propoſed, and would be 
_ utterly unſatisfaQtory to the people it profeſſes to gratify ; that 


it does not improve or extend the baſis of repreſentation ; that 
1t renders the repreſentation of the people ſtill more unequal 
and that, on the whole, it is a trans fer of power, and not a 
Reform of parliament. And as to the Houſe of Commons, 
conſtituted and compoſed as it 1s at preſeat, although the waſte 


of ſome places, and the growth of others, muſt perpetually 
vary the proportions of its own conſtituency, I am yet bold to 


ſay, it is at this day an adequate repreſentation of the property 
of the. kingdom. That in its proceedings you cannot trace 
any provocation to change it, becauſe you know that for ſeve- 
ral years paſt it has been engaged in the uniform practice, 
ſeſſion after ſeſſion, of adding ſome new protection to conſti- 
tutional liberty ſome new advancement to the proſperity of 
the country; and that to hazard ſuch a condition of progreſ- 
ſive happineſs in the lottery of experiment or adventure, would 
at all times be raſhneſs, and at this time infatuation. Under 
ſuch impreſſions, he ſaid, he muſt naturally wiſh to put ag end 
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to the diſeuſſion, and to do ſo in the manner moſt reſpectful 
to the Right Hon. Member, he ſhould move, That the bull 
be read a ſecond time on the firſt of Auguſt.” 


The Right Hon. Mr. ConoLLr roſe, with great diffidence 
and delicacy, at a crifis like the preſent, to expreſs his concern 
for the fate this Bill was likely to experience. His Right 
Hop. Friend in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament had ſtated his 
plan, and pledged himſelf to bring it forward this Seſſion; in 


this purpoſe he ſeemed to have the unanimous concurrence of 


the Houſe. The plan was publiſhed, and the people were 
univerſally taught to expect that it would be adopted in prin- 
ciples at leaſt ; the conſequence was, that not a petition came 
forward on the ſubje& from any quarter of the kingdom. 


Mr. JErksox, in a Speech of very great length, and replete 
with hiſtorical information, ſupported the principle of this 
Bill ; at the ſame time that he diſclaimed and decried the idea 
of Univerſal Suffrage, which had been imputed as à conſe- 
quence likely to be induced by the meaſure ; and while he 
equally abhorred the principles promulgated by Jacobins in 
another Country, and by United Iriſhmen in this, he ſtill 
would maintain the adoption of the preſent bill in its principle, 


as neceſſary to aſſimilate the Conſtitution of Ireland with that 
of Great Britain, 


Mr. EGan gave his moſt decided reſiſtance to the Bill, as a 
— meaſure not calculated to reform the repreſentation, or im- 
prove the franchiſes of the people, but to extend political mo- 
nopoly, and ſtrengthen family compact with the Gentlemen 
who had brought it forward. He had reſiſted the ſame prin- 


ciple in a Bill brought forward laſt Seſſiun by an Hon. Mem- 


ber not now in his place (the Hon. Bowes Daly), and was a 
party in that family compact; it now made its appearance 
again in a cranny of the preſent Bill, and he ſhould, both 
now, and as long as he had the honour of a ſeat in that Houſe 
reſiſt it. 

Colonel BLAQUIERE, notwithſtanding his conviction of the 
5 great 
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great difintereſtedneſs and patriotiſm of the Right Hon. Gen- 


a ſyſtem which had ſo long been eſtabliſhed with ſuccefs, and 


3 


tlemen who brought forward this Bill, the very great ſacrifice 
of private intereſt they were ready to make, with a Roman 
virtue, ſor the good of their Country, and which would ſecure 
unfading honours for the Ponſonbys upon the annals of their 
Country, was yet convinced of the impropriety of the mea- 
ſure, and would vote againſt every ſingle tittle of it. 


The Right Hon. Mr. PoxsowBr roſe again in ſupport of 
his Bill, and expreſſed his hope, that notwithſtanding the re- 
fiſtance it might this night meet, it would one day, and that 
not a very remote one, find its way to adoption, like thoſe ſe- 
veral other meafures which had ſo long been decried by the 
very Gentlemen, who, in the laſt Seſſion, took to themſelves 
ſo much eclat for adopting them. 

He diſclaimed every idea of wiſhing to accompliſh a ſcheme 
ſo wild and monſtrous as Univerſal Suffrage. He equally diſ- 
claimed all connexion with that Body called the United Iriſh- 
men; he execrated their doctrines. The preſent Bill was 
brought in, in compliance with what he conceived to be the 
unanimous ſenſe of the Houſe laſt Seſſion; and though it might 
be rejected now, he pledged himſelf to perſevere again and a- 
gain in bringing it ſorward, Seſſion after Seſſion, until it ſhould 
at length be crowned with ſucceſs. 


Mr. O'Hara, ſaid he had for many Seſſions been in the 
habit of coinciding with Gentlemen who had brought forward 
the preſent Bill, but he muſt now very materially differ from 
them as to its prudence or its neceſſity. For his own part, he 
conſidered it a very critical and delicate point to meddle with 


he ſhould therefore vote for poſtponing the Bill to the firſt o 
Auguſt. : 


Sir L. ParsoNs ſupported the bill with much energy, and 
expreſſed his firm confidence that the Bill would in a very 
Mort time become the law of this country. 


' He extolled the Britiſh Conſtitution as the beſt of all poſ- 
« | ſible 


3 
ſible ſyſtems of human policy, which had ſupported the liber- 
ties and the happineſs of its ſubjects for centuries, while all 
the nations of Europe were ſunk into ignominious thraldom; 
to aſſimilate as much as poſſible the Conſtitution of this coun- 
try to that of Great Britain, was the neareſt approach we could 


make to political perfect on and this was the leading object, 
in his mind, of the Bill. 


Mr, BrxowNeE (of the Coilege) ſupportedthe Bill. The idea 
of Univerſal Suffrage and Perſonal Repreſentation, he repro- 
bated as utterly incompatible with the principles of our Con- 
ſtitution; as well might the younger children in every family 
claim à part in its direction, as every individual in a ftate 
claim a ſhare in its legiſlation. 


Mr. GRrATTAN ſupported the neceſſity of the Bill, as to its 
principle, though he would admit there were ſome clauſes ob- 
jectionable, and others which would admit of improvement, 
which he did not queſtion his Right Hon. Friend would be 
very ready to ſubmit to the diſcretion of the Houſe, if the Bill 
was ſuffered to go into a committee, 

The objects of the Bill he contended, were not to effet in- 
novation, nor that monſtrous project of Univerſal ſuffrage, but 
the ancient ſimplicity and purity of the Britiſh Couſtitution, 
by effecting what the Parliament ought to be, a more equal re- 
preſentation of the property of the Country, landed and com- 
mercial. | 
With reſpect to the monſtrons principle of Univerſal Suf- 
frage, it was a principle in his mind wholly inadmiſſible, and 
pregnant with ſubverſion to all order and government, fraught 
with perpetual anarchy and deſtruction to public property, 
morel:, and ſocial happineſs. He concluded by voting for the 


Bill. 


Mr. G. Poxsox vr ſpoke in ſupport of the Bill. He thought 
there were ſome parts of it objectionable, and others might ad- 
mit of much improvement , provided it was ſuffered to go into 
a Committee, where its principles might be fairly diſcuſſed ; 
but he was not without apprehenſions for the impropriety of 


poſt- 


(144) | 


| poſtponing a meaſure to which the ſenſe of the Houſe was 


pledged in a former ſeſſion of Parliament. 


The Right Hon. W. B. Coxnyncnam oppoſed the Bill, He 
faid he knew well that French Emiſſaries had been diſper- 
ſed through the country, to poiſon the minds of the people a- 
gainſt the Conſtitution, and that an attempt to agitate the que- 
ſtion at this period would but tend to corroborate their pre- 
judices. | 


Mr. Luxx Fox oppoſed the Bill upon a new ground. He 
contended that there was another body of men whoſe talents, 
deep information, and poliſhed minds infuſed an energy into 
the repreſentation, which landed property alone could never 
give; a body of men who had formed the greateſt ornaments 
to their country ever known in Parliament, and who, under 
the principles of this Bill, muſt for ever be precluded from that 
particular way in which they had hitherto gained admiſſion 
to that Houſe. They were men poſſeſſing the moſt valuable 
requifites for Parliamentary Repreſentation, an intimate know- 
ledge of the laws, politics, and true intereſts of their country 
many of them had not the advantage of ſuch landed proper- 
ty as would enable them to ſtand the conteſt of an election, 
aud many of them men of too high pride and dignity of ſenti- 
ment to ſtoop to thoſe vulgar familiarities and degrading ſtra- 
tagems uſual to the canvaſſing on elections: the Bill would go 
directly to deprive the country of the benefit of ſuch men's ta- 
lents in Parliament, and for this reaſon he ſhould oppoſe it. 


Mr. Curran very warmly ſupported the Bill, and the ne- 
ceſſity of a timely Reform of Parliament. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExCHEQUER roſe to vote for the 
motion of his Right Hon. Friend (Sir H. LanckIsnE). Gen- 
tlemen had argued as if the Houſe had been pledged fince the 
laſt ſeſſion of Parliament to adopt this Bill; he knew of no 
ſuch pledge. The Hon. Gentleman had moved in laſt ſeſſion 
for a Committee to inquire into the ſtate of the Repreſenta- 
tion, which Committee had ſat from day to day ; but had that 

| Com- 


| ( 15 ) 
Committee reported that ſuch a reform as that now offered 
was neceſſary. Certainly not. 


The Right Hon. Gentleman ſays this Bill is a meaſure ade- 


quate to all the purpoſes of reform: but his Friends differ on 


this point, and ſay it contains many objectionable points. How 
then can Gentlemen be ſurpriſed, if thoſe on the oppoſite ſide 
of the Houſe ſhould differ from them in opinion on the pro- 
priety of the meaſure, 

Gentlemen ſaid that Reform was neceſſary, and that this was 
the time, and the preſent the meaſure to ſatisfy the popular 
mind. Gentlemen on his fide denied the fact, and it ſeemed to 
be admitted on the other fide, that this Bill was not a meaſure 
which would ſatisfy the minds of the people. If the minds of 
the factious, the ſpeculative, and the democratical Reformers 
of the day, were the minds in the contemplation of Gentlemen, he 
would ſay they were never to be contented; and it was infi- 
nitely better to abide by that ſyſtem whoſe propriety had been 
evinced by the experience of ages, than raſhly to run into new 
experiments and ſpeculative thcarems, the propriety of which 
was at beſt problematical, and at all events pregnant with dan- 
gerous innovation. Convinced that no neceſſity whatever ex- 
iſted for ſuch a Bill, and that diſcuſſions of this kind, at a cri. 
ſis like the preſent, could anſwer no other purpoſe than to ex- 
cite idle alarm, to agitate the public mind, and to afford a 
handle to the ſeditious, he ſhould vote for the motion. 

Mr. Serjeant BARRINGTON ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the bill, and 
reprobated, in ſtrong terms, the pernicious doctrines of the 


united Iriſhmen, of whoſe heterogeneous aſſembly he drew an 


apt and ludicrous picture. The Society, he ſaid, was compoſ- 
ed of Doctors without practice, Barriſters without briefs, Bul- 
lies without ſpirit, fooliſh Gentlemen, mad Printers, malcon- 


tents, Politicians, and idle Tradeſmen, 


The queſtion being now loudly called for, was put, when 


there appeared for the Motion of Sir H. Langriſhe, 
AYES, — — — 142 


NOES, - w- 44 
Majority, — 98 
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